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Mammal Study Group: meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 7:30pm in the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Building. 

Chairman: John Guley, 39 Cootamundra Place, Junortoun (5449 3479) 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Crs., Bendigo (5443 4063) 

Equipment Officer: Maurie Lewis (5442 7179) 

Vice Chairman: John Burtonclay, Fadersons Lane, Mandurang (5439 5710) 


Front Cover Photographer: Ian Flecknoe-Brown 

For all those people who did not get down to the coast in their holidays.... 

False Limpets (Siphonaria diemenensis) on the right and Surf Barnacles (Catomerus 
polymerus) together with periwinkles (Nodolittorina unifasciata) on the left. False limpets are 
so called because they are not ‘true’ limpets but are actually air-breathing snails related to 
garden snails. - | 

Limpets (false or otherwise) and periwinkles graze on algae and lichens on the rocky shore 
while barnacles filter out plankton and other small particles with their feathery legs called cirri. 
Limpets are usually active at night while barnacles only feed when they are covered by water. 
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Editors’ Note 

This is the 20th Volume of the Whirrakee and to mark the occasion we are changing to green. 
Comments as to the appearance (and content, of course) are always welcome. As usual, for the 
February meeting, members are encouraged to bring any interesting but not necessarily holiday slides 
along. 

A big thank you goes to all those members who came along on 12 December to help ‘spring clean’ 
the hall, kitchen etc. It was a very warm day and everyone worked extremely well. The task was 
completed by midday. 

You may be surprised to see the Secretary’s report in this edition — it is a left-over from last year. It 
is a very impressive summary of the Club’s activities and would be useful for somebody who is 
considering joining the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club. 


Atlassing Visit to Waste 
Treatment Plant at Epsom 6/12/98 
Author: Anne Bridley 


Water 


Ten of us had a pleasant and relaxing visit to 
what used to’be known as the Sewerage Farm. 
We started off by doing a 20 minute survey in 
the plantation on the corner of Wallenjoe and 
Epsom Rds. As there were no low shrubs it 
may not be surprising that there were no small 
birds. There were plenty of Noisy Miners and 
flowering melaleucas and eucalypts were 
attracting Musk Lorikeets. 


We walked up the road, noting some 
unoccupied nests in the vegetation fringing some 
water on the east side of Wallenjoe Rd. The 
plantations have grown considerably and the 
west side of Wallenjoe Rd is dry now. This 
contrasts with a few years ago when the bays 
were wet and it was common to see many Black 
Swans and Little Raven using them. 


At the small dam in the bend of Wallenjoe Rd 
we saw a Black-fronted Dotterel. One Black- 
winged Stilt was seen on the far side of the new 
basin nearby, but there was a disappointing lack 
of waders. This may be due to the high water 
level that is now kept in the swamps at the farm, 
especially May Swamp. (Yes, some areas are 
drier and some wetter because of the changes in 
the last 10 years). 


The big lagoon contained many Swans with 
several groups of small young. There was also 
a group of ducklings which quickly disappeared 
out of sight — perhaps Chestnut Teal. Blue- 
billed Duck and Hardhead were also present. 


After wandering up between the big lagoon and 
Bendigo Creek we went to look at May Swamp. 
A Little Grass Bird dived into the vegetation. 
Two Zebra Finches flew up as we came up to 
the edge. A male Australasian Shoveler swam 
out in the middle of the swamp and a Swamp 
Harrier flew over to the big lagoon where it put 
up the ducks. 


Altogether 51 species were recorded, making it a 
rewarding morning’s walk. 


Further Bird Atlas Outings 

Improve your bird identification skills and 
contribute to the new Atlas of Australian Birds. 
These outings will be held on the first Sunday of 
the month. 

Contact Anne Bridley, ph. 54493479, 


Sunday February 7: Whipstick State 
Park. Meet 8am corner Sailors Gully Rd and 
Loddon Valley Highway (near the old cannons). 


Sunday March 7: Nerring Whipstick, 
Myers Flat. Meet 8am corner Loddon Valley 
Highway and the Marong Road, Myers Flat 
Road, Myers Flat. 


Bird Observer’s Group Annual Report 
October 1997 — December 1998 
Author: Anne Bridley 


Because this report is very late, because I stayed 
on as President until December and because the 
future form of the Bird Group is uncertain, I 
decided to include November and December 
1998 in this report. 


Syllabus: 

We had a varied program this year with some 
excellent speakers. Attendance ranged from 10 
to 40, with an average of 18. 


October Jack McErlain — showed slides 
and videos of various birds. 

November Ray Wallace — waders. This was 
memorable for his quote from 
Alan Marshall. 

December Bill Flentje — video of birds of 
the Little Desert. 

February Russell Traynor — artificial nest 
hollows near Maryborough. 

March Anne Bridley - mystery bird calls 


April Peter Allen — birds in literature. 

May Ellen McCullogh — birds in 
hollows 

June World Environment Day 
Ray Thomas — restoring box/ 
ironbark habitat in the Benalla 
area. 

July Simon Kennedy — Swift Parrot 
Survey; John Burtonclay — nest 
boxes for the backyard. 

August David Geering — Regent 
Honeyeaters Recovery Program. 

September John Robinson — Goshawks and 


Sparrowhawks; Bev Culvenor — 

Birds Australia Gluepot Reserve. 
The Annual General Meeting which is normally 
held in September was postponed due to low 
attendance. 


Geoff Barrett —- Birds on Farms 
Project and New Atlas of 
Australia. 

Annual General Meeting — in the absence of 
any nominations for office bearers, the President 
and Secretary agreed to remain in office until the 
year’s program was completed in December. 


October 


November Margaret Cameron — bird 
watching in southern Africa. 
December David Baker-Gabb — Birds 


Australia’s Gluepot Reserve. 


Other Involvements 
Swift Parrot survey, coordinated by Simon 
Kennedy from DNRE, May 9 -10, August 8 - 9. 


Birds Australia’s New Atlas of Australian Birds, 
coordinated locally by Anne Bridley. Atlassing 
excursions were held in October to Wellsford 
Forest and Kangaroo Gully and in November to 
Bendigo Sewerage Farm. Interest in these 


excursions, which I’m holding on the first 
Sunday of each month, has been quite high. 
I’m hoping that the Atlas will help provide a 
focus for the group. I’d welcome any 
suggestions from members as to places to visit 
and record the birds present. 
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Future of the Bird Group 
After two years as President and Secretary, 


neither Jane nor myself wishes to continue. It 


was decided at the December meeting that in the 
absence of office bearers (President, Vice- 
President, Secretary, Syllabus Coordinator, 
Bird of the Night Coordinator) an informal 
meeting would be held on the first Friday in 
February to gauge support for continuing 
activities. 


How I got stung with a starback 
Author: Tom Patullo 


“What!” No hot water came from the bathroom 
this morning, “Not more of your gas trouble, I 
hope”. But sure enough there was more gas 
trouble all right, but of a different kind this time. 
Something had extinguished the pilot light in the 
gas generator, but what or who? 

The culprit proved to be no other than the moth 
Doratifera sp., the larvae of which were 
illustrated so well on the cover of the November 
Whirrakee. 

These caterpillars are commonly known as 
starbacks, and what an ugly creature the moth 
turned out to be, a short, dumpy, light 
brownish, furry insect about half an inch or a 
little more in length, and vile was the language 
of the gasman as he scooped handfuls of them 
from the bottom of the gas generator, a job, he 
assured me, he had been called to do quite 
frequently. 

It appears that they find their way into the 
generator and flutter around the pilot jet, 
smothering and eventually exterminating the 
flame with the result of a cold shower in the 
morning. 

After installing a larger jet to give stronger 
flame, and using half my can of ‘Raid Insect 
Exterminator’ to discourage any further 
invasions of the pest, he calmly put out his hand 
and said “Thirty Dollars, please”. 


And this is how I got stung with the starback. 


MAMMAL STUDY GROUP - Agenda 
for 1999 
By W.N. Holsworth, Hon. Secretary 


Office Bearers for the year to September 
1999 were elected in October. They are: 
Chairman - John Guley (Phone 5339 3479), 
Vice Chairman - John Burtonclay (Phone 5439 
5710), Secretary - Bill Holsworth (Phone 5443 
4063, Fax 5443 6763), Property Officer - 
Maurie Lewis (Phone 5442 7179). 


The Mammal Survey Group usually meets on 
the fourth Wednesday in each month (except 
Dec. and Jan.) starting at 7:30. Meetings are 
fairly informal and are open to all interested 
persons. If there is no advertised topic in the 
Whirrakee please contact an Office Bearer to 
determine if a meeting is scheduled. 


24 February 1999 - Wednesday. Topic: 
Small mammals in fragmented forests- a review 
of research done in the Dunolly-Tarnagulla State 
Forest by J. N. Deacon and R. MacNally 
published in Pacific Conservation Biology 
4(2):122-131. Contact Bill Holsworth for a 
copy of the paper if you wish to read it ahead of 
the meeting 

(email: wholsworth @bigpond.com.au) 


24 March 1999 - Wednesday evening: Bat 
capture at Lake Weeroona picnic pavilion 
(nearest RR track) starting with BBQ tea (BYO 
everything). Mist-nets surround the pavilion and 
the bats come out at 7:50pm. Many bats have 


) had bands placed on them in previous years. A 


short discussion of bat biology is given for 


| visitors. Everyone welcome, including children. 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the club receives a number of 
newsletters and magazines: some by 
subscription and some in exchange for 
Whirrakee. These are available from the club 
library. 


RREKAKK EK 


NATURE Australia(Aust.Museum) 
Summer 1998-99 


"Backyard Blue-tongues" by Glenn Shea 
reports that it is surprising how little is known 
about blue-tongues in the wild despite our 
familiarity with this widely known species. 
Only the Shingleback and the Pygmy 
Blue-tongue have been studied in detail. 


"New Holland Mouse" by Steve Van Dyck 
outlines the "discovery" history of this species 
once thought to be extremely rare or even 
extinct in Australia. After being found in the 
southern eastern states it has now appeared in 
Queensland. 


"Kakapo: the Paradoxical Parrot" by Steve 
Trewick reveals some of the unique 
characteristics of this rare New Zealand 
parrot: its inability to fly makes it very 
vulnerable to introduced predators; and the 
purely vegetarian diet means it is wholly 
dependent on abundant fruit crops for 
breeding to occur. 


RREAEKKKK 


THE BIRD OBSERVER(BOCA) 
November 1998 


-Top End Birding: in the Northern Territory. 
-Great-billed Heron in Northern Queensland. 
-Birdlife in the Billabong: 

Litchfield Nat. Park N.T. 
-The Paradox of Passerines: 

Superb Fairy-wrens. 


RKKKEKK KK 


THE VICTORIAN NATURALIST(VFNC) 
Volume 115(5) October 1998 


This issue celebrates the centenary of Mt 
Buffalo National Park and includes the 
following articles: 

e Scientific Value of the park. 

e Structure Of Mt Buffalo Granite. 

Mt Buffalo: Botanical Bridge or Island? 
Fourteen Plants and a Fungus. 

Buffalo Sallow Wattle. 

Lichens of Mt. Buffalo N.P. 

Butterflies of Mt. Buffalo. 


RRKAKK KK 


PARKWATCH (VNPA) 
December 1998 


"Tiptoe Through the Orchids" by Charlie 
Sherwin reports on a spring weekend in the 
Box-Ironbark country around St Arnaud 
highlighting the numerous wildflower species 
seen and some of the destruction caused by 
logging and mining. 


"Reconnecting the Big and Little Deserts" by 
Rob Youl describes the recent planting of 
20,000 trees to form a sixty kilometre 
corridor of native vegetation running along 
roadsides and through farms. 


RARKKREAKK EH 


Also received recently: 


*Newsheet(Ballarat FNC) 

December 1998 
*Castlemaine Naturalist(CFNC) 

December 1998 


; *Geelong Naturalist(GFNC) 


December 1998 
*Field Nats News(FNCV) 

December 1998 
*Environment Victoria News 

December 1998 
*Land for Wildlife News 

September 1998 


kKRaekKKEREKK 


Defending the Little Desert 
Book review by Dr. W. N. Holsworth 


Robin, Libby. Defending the Little Desert: the 
rise of ecological consciousness in Australia. 
Melbourne University Press. 1998. 203 pages. 


Sir William 'Jack' McDonald, as Victorian 
Minister of Lands and Minister for Conservation 
in the late 1960's, did more for conservation 
than any Minister has since. He enthusiastically 
endorsed decentralisation to populated rural 
Australia, and saw land not developed as 
wasted. In 1968 he announced a government- 
backed subdivision proposal, the Little Desert 
Settlement Scheme. The towns and farmers near 
the Little Desert supported the idea. Premier 
Bolte and Minister McDonald were convinced 
the project was politically viable. 


Economists, agricultural scientists and some 
University academics were not so supportive, 
recalling the failure of the soldier settlement 
schemes, the economic climate for agricultural 
products, the poor soil, and much to 
McDonald's surprise, the idea that it should 
become a National Park. Sir William 
McDonald's contribution to conservation was 
that he created antagonism to his plans and 
spurred the city conservationists to form a new 
group to lobby the Government and stir up the 
population. The group, "Save our Bushlands 
Conservation Action Committee", had 
representations from the FNCV, VNPA, and 
other conservation groups. It later became the 
Conservation Council of Victoria and is now 
known as Environment Victoria. 


By 1969 the National Park lobby gained 
considerable support for conservation of the 
Little Desert, and also for a National Park in the 
Kentbruck Heath — another of McDonald's 
projects. The 945 hectare Little Desert National 
Park was expanded to 35,300 hectares to 
include most of the east section, which was the 
least suitable area for development. In late 1969 
a parliamentary inquiry into the Little Desert 


Settlement Scheme was established. The May 
1970 elections saw McDonald lose his seat and 
Bill Borthwick became Minister for Lands. 
Bolte dropped his support for the Scheme and 
supported Borthwick's environmentally friendly 
ideas. It was a major win for Conservationists 
who fought for the public's right to decide about 
appropriate use of the land and resources, and 
the politicians paid attention. Borthwick set up 
the Land Conservation Council that functioned 
effectively for 27 years to determine land use in 
Victoria. 


Libby Robin's book presents in a very scholarly 
way the Little Desert dispute. She details the 
contributions made by Crosbie Morrison's 
National Parks Campaign and the campaigns by 
the people of Nhill, Kiata, Dimboola, and 
Kaniva. She explains the scientific approach 
used by the ecologists at the Universities, and 
especially the roles played by Prof. John Turner 
and Dr. Malcolm Calder. The book concludes 
with a review of conservation and 
environmentalism since 1970, and in particular, 
of the Land Conservation Council from 1970 
until its replacement with the Environment 
Conservation Council last year. 


The oldest members of the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists Club will enjoy reading about the 
people who really mattered in the early efforts to 
create National Parks and protect special areas. 
They may know personally Crosbie Morrison, 
Ros Garnet, Graham Pizzey, Cliff Beauglehole, 
Prof. Turner, and many others, who laid the 
foundations of conservation in Victoria and 
made it possible to stop the Little Desert 
Settlement Scheme being promoted by Sir 
William McDonald. 


The "middle-aged" members can learn from this 
book the background to the formation of the 
Land Conservation Council and its successes in 
producing an orderly pattern of use of Public 
Land. The Club's submissions to the LCC on 
the North Central Study area, and other 
submissions regarding other areas, were 
considered and resulted in some sensible 


determinations. This book details some of the 
work and persons involved, and presents a well- 
researched analysis of the politics and social 
attitudes that resulted in the final decisions made 
by the Government. 


The younger generation of Club members 
should read this book to understand better that 
conservation, National Parks and environmental 
philosophies and values have changed over the 
past 50 years. Where we are now has travelled a 
road that has taken many turns, with blind alleys 
and potholes. In the 1950's the persons 
campaigning for wise management of Victoria's 
resources were sure they understood what was 
needed and how to achieve the best outcome. 
The same can be said for the scientists, 
naturalists, politicians, and the public in the 
1960's, 1970's, and 1980's. Now, in the 
1990's we are sure we know what should be 
done, but history in 50 years time may tell a 
different story. 


A New Course by a Water Wise 
Gardener 


Wendy French is a waterwise gardener from 
Maldon. Members may have read the article in 
the Bendigo Advertiser (November 18 1998) 
describing her ideas/ideals and her course 
entitled ‘Gorgeous Gardens with Water 


Wisdom’ which she hopes to offer to gardening - 


enthusiasts, clubs and organisations. The 
course would be particularly valuable for anyone 
building a new home because it could become an 
intrinsic part of overall plans. 

Wendy has a very interesting and varied 
background (cardiac technician, botany 
laboratory technician, furniture restoration) but 
her main passion is horticulture and she has 25 


years of experience in developing and 
landscaping gardens. At present she is a student 
support worker at Bendigo regional Institute of 
TAFE, where she, amongst other things, works 
with student with disabilities in the Horticulture 
Department. She also works part-time at the 
Forest Creek Nursery in Castlemaine. 


The 18 hour course is offered for the first time 
in January and is already fully booked. 
Wendy’s intention is to take it out into the 
community as often as possible and for it to be 
financially accessible (cheap). Details for 
further courses are still to be finalised. Please 
phone Wendy French if you are interested in 
attending (5475 1067) 

The program looks roughly as printed below: 


Gorgeous Gardens with Water Wisdom 
A short course designed to give you the 
information you need to create a beautiful garden 
with minimal water. 


Week 1 ‘The stuff of miracles’ 
— What is waterwise gardening? 

— Water use in Central Victoria. 

— How plants grow and use water 

— How plants adapt to use less water. 


Week 2 “What we don’t see does matter’ 
— Roots and water 

— Soils — how is your dirt? 

— Compost and mulches — pros and cons 

— Water — when, how, grey water 

— Landscape drafting 


Week 3 ‘Do you love your Victa?’ 
— Landscape design to reduce water 
— Climate, local and global 
— Taxonomy, names give clues 
— Plant choice 
‘Fun in the Fields’ = Mystery Trip 
Week 4 ‘The real thing’ 
— Modifying your landscape 


— Planning the stages for change 
— Plant selection 


Secretary’s Report (October 1997 - 
September) 
Author: Anne Bridley 


Membership 

10 new members were nominated and accepted 
into the club during the last 12 months. Some 
members resigned. Two of our oldest 
members, Jean Ipsen and Bert McMasters 
passed away and longstanding members Aub 
and Marj Muir moved to Melbourne. 


Activities 

Speakers 

October Rob Cross, Horticultural 
Research Officer at Royal 
Botanical Gardens, Melbourne — 
Phytophthora species and 
micropropagation of orchids. 

November Rob Price — Eltham Copper 
Butterfly. 

December Christmas Dinner. 

February Paul Peake and Simon Ransome 
(Environment Conservation 
Council) spoke on the ECC’s 
Box-Ironbark Review. A lively 
discussion followed, slides were 
shown by Cynthia Watkins 
(Wilson’s Prom), Peter Ellis 
(various flora) and Rod Orr 
(BENC Slide Presentation Kit). 

March Jan Salmon -— Roadside 
Conservation Committee. 

pril Graham Hill — Wildflowers of 
south-western Australia. 

May Gary Johanson (geologist with 
Bendigo mining) — on the 
geology of the Bendigo 
goldfield. 

June Tod Soderquist — the importance 
of habitat. 

July Rob Jarvis (Ranger in charge, 


Parks Victoria) and Rob Price 
(Flora, Fauna and Fisheries 
Officer, DNRE) — Government 
activities and programs for our 
area. 


August Noel Schleiger —- lichen 
identification and ecology 

September AGM. Jenny Shield spoke on 
spiders of the Box-Ironbark 
woodlands. 

Excursions 

October Rod Orr — Terrick Terrick SP, 
Hunter Flora Reserve. We 
peered over the fence at the new 
grasslands block. 

November = Jenny Shield and Sabine Wilkens 
— Invertebrates in the University 
bushland. 

December Christmas get together with Jack 
Ipsen at Lyel Glen. 

February Evening excursion to Millwood 


Dam and mallee at Mellotte’s Rd. 


March and April — no excursions 


May Gary Johanson — the Diamond 
Hill adit. 

June Mammal Group — check of nest 
boxes at Spring Gully. 

July Anne Bridley — glacial pavements 
and erratics at Lake Eppalock. 

August Noel Schleiger — lichens at White 
Hills cemetery 

September Mt Black (near Graytown) to see 
Grass Trees 

Issues 


The club was involved in the following issues: 


A planned International Off-Road Car Rally for 
the Wellsford Forest which was defeated in 
November when the promoter withdrew the 
proposal after the Greater Bendigo Council 
refused planning permission. 


The Cranbourne East-West bypass road — a 
submission was made in November to the EES 
panel by the club expressing opposition to the 
proposed road routes through the Royal 
Botanical Gardens at Cranbourne. It is pleasing 
to record that these routes were rejected. 


A proposal to Council by a developer to use an 


unused road reservation at Pilchers Bridge. 
This was defeated on environmental grounds. 


A proposed powerline across the top of the 
Sugarloaf Range by the Perseverance Mine at 
Fosterville was abandoned when they decided to 
use the existing easement. 


Submissions were made to: 


The Environment Conservation Council’s Box- 
Ironbark Forests and Woodland Investigation. 


The Council on the Northern Corridor Strategy 
concerning the White Hills Wetlands. 


The Murray Water Entitlement Committee on 
‘Sharing the Murray’. 


The Department of Infrastructure’s Panel of 
Enquiry, Environmental Effects Statement, for 
the Deborah Reef Underground Gold Mine. 


VicRoads on the proposed Calder Highway 
reconstruction Kyneton to Faraday and at 
Harcourt. 


Goulburn-Murray Water on the Lake Eppalock 
Recreation Development Plan. 


Letters were sent to the Council expressing 
concern at the conditions native animals were 
being kept in at White Hills Zoo, to the ABC on 
the film “Against Nature’ and supporting the 
Trust for Nature’s Natural Heritage Trust 
funding application. 


Thanks to Bill Holsworth, Jane Cleary, Rod 
Orr, Kate Lottkowitz, Stan Pelzynski and others 
for their time-consuming work in writing 
submissions and attending hearings. We would 
all rather be out enjoying the bush that we are 
trying to save for ourselves and future 
generations. This work also takes time from 
one of our main aims as a club, to educate 
ourselves and the public about natural history. 


Other Involvements 


Spring in the Bendigo Bush 1998 — the 


wildflower show 19 & 20 September which was 
run in conjunction with the Bendigo Native 
Plant Group was once again a success. A 
display on weeds provoked much interest. The 
film ‘Microcosmos’ was shown again. 

The third stage of the indigenous garden at the 
clubrooms was mulched and planted. There had 
been a lot of enthusiasm from club members for 


10 


this project, and the garden looked very nice this 
spring. There have been some plant losses 
which were replaced. On the other hand, some 
of the native grasses are now self-sowing. 
Barbara Chmielewska has once again been at the 
fore-front of organising the garden. The main 
garden architect, Elaine Campbell is 
unfortunately (for us) leaving Bendigo for 
Western Australia. Elaine and Francis Cincotta 
have been responsible for the plant lay-out. 


The Bendigo Field Naturalists Flora Reserve 
(Lot 6, Bennetts Rd) was handed over to the 
Council by the Victorian Conservation Trust on 
the 17 October 1997. 


Adopt-a-Highway. The club agreed to adopt the 
“Seven Sisters” section (3km) of the Midland 
Highway north of Huntly from January 1998 to 
January 2000. A clean-up in February 1998 
was successful and well attended and large 
amounts of rubbish were removed. Rob 
Watkins and Bill Holsworth are coordinating 
this project. VicRoads has provided signs 
acknowledging the Club’s work here. 


An Environment Victoria Council meeting was 
held in Bendigo in April followed by a tour of 
the Box-Ironbark forest at Diamond Hill with 
the Deborah Reef Action Group and a visit to 
One Tree Hill. 


We held a display about the club at the Bendigo 
Council Senior Citizens Week Expo in March 
1998. 


Jane Cleary and Bev Leeson attended the 
VFNCA campout at Marysville in March where 
Jane was elected secretary for the next 12 
months. At this weekend the WVFNCA was 
wound up at its last meeting. 


Club members attended and were involved in 
organising the very successful FNCV Study 
Skills Workshop at Rowsley in October 1997. 


Club members were also members of various 
local advisory committees: the Natural 
Environment Advisory Committee convened by 
the City of Greater Bendigo, the Whipstick 
Advisory Committee (Rod Orr) and the Water 
Services Committee convened by Coliban Water 
(Steve Lottkowitz). 


Syllabus 
Bill Holsworth was the mainstay of syllabus 
organisation. He prepared a leaflet which 


publicised the club and its syllabus and 
distributed a questionnaire to club members with 
the aim of finding out what members wanted 
from their club. About a dozen replies were 
received. 


Magazines and Newsletters 

The following newsletters were received under 
he reciprocal arrangement with the Club: 
Sunraysia FNC Newsletter, Ballarat FNC 
Newsletter, Castlemaine FNC Newsletter, 
Geelong Naturalist. 


We subscribe to the following magazines: 
Wildlife Australia, FNCV News, Victorian 
Naturalist, Habitat, Bird Observer, Nature 
Australia. 


The following were also received: Bendigo 
Deborah Reef Action Group, DNRE Land for 
Wildlife News, Friend of the Whipstick, Otway 
Ranges Environmental Network, Environment 
Victoria, Trust for Nature,various newsletters 
from Environment Australia, The Web and the 
Volunteer from the Threatened Species 
Network, Victorian Landcare, Parkwatch 
(VNPA), Tuan Talk (VNPA Box-Ironbark 
campaign), Flora and Fauna News (DNRE), 
Natural Heritage (Nat. Her. Trust). 


Magazines go to Elaine Mathison first who 
summarises articles of interest to members for 
Whirrakee and then to Diane Collier, our 
librarian for stamping after which they are 
available for members to borrow. Diana has 
continued to put our growing library in order. 


Membership of related organizations 
Bird Observers Club of Australia 

Australian Conservation Foundation 

Field Naturalist Club of Victoria 

Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs Association 


Donations and Grants 

Roberta and Alan Malone donated natural 
history books to the club’s library. 

The City of Greater Bendigo supported the 
garden financially and in kind through their 
Environmental Grant Scheme ($595 was 
received) and the help of the Council’s 
Environmental Officer Anthony Sheean. 


Hall 

As part of our contract with the Council, we are 
required to do cleaning and minor repair work 
on the clubrooms. Two working bees held in 
January were poorly attended, possibly due to 
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the dates chosen. Maurie Lewis is our Hall 
booking Officer and Bill Holsworth liaised with 
the Senior Citizens on matters concerning the 
clubrooms. 


Purchases 
During the year an overhead projector and a 
Global Positioning System Receiver were 
purchased. 


Thanks 
I would like to thank all those who helped run 
the club during the last year. 


Sabine Wilkens and Tom Burton for continuing 
to edit Whirrakee, the team who fold and mail 
Whirrakee every month, Hal Moors for 
producing the mailing labels, Bob Ruddick who 
replaced our long-time treasurer Glenise Moors 
for the year, John Lindner for organising our 
excursions, Rod Orr, Lyn Hamilton and Bill 
Holsworth for taking minutes, Barbara 
Chmielewska for collecting the mail when I was 
away for four weeks and, of course, all our 
office bearer and committee members. 


News from the Bendigo Field Naturalist 
Garden 
Author: Barbara Chmielewska 


Last year, at the August meeting, the Garden 
Committee decided to concentrate on the 
established areas of the garden, replanting dead 
plants and adding new ones as required. 
Unfortunately Elaine Campbell, our main 
advisor on selection of plants is moving to WA 
and we will miss her expertise. 

Time passes so quickly and 1999 is already 
here. There will be a lot of work to be done in 
the garden this year. Area 3 is so overgrown 
with weeds that we will have to respray and re- 
mulch it. I do not know what went wrong but it 
would be practically impossible in my view to 
weed this area by hand. May be we did not 
spray enough before mulching or our mulching 
was too thin of a combination of many other 
things — the fact is that the area is full of weeds. 
It is very depressing to me, however we must 
not give up and redo this area. 


Continued on page 13.... 


VFNCA Annual Campout 


Date: Friday 5th March to Monday 8th March 


Catering: All meals provided from Friday 
night to lunch on Monday. 
Venue: Camp Coorong and Camp 


Coolamatong are located on the Banksia 
Peninsula, on the northern side of Lake 
Victoria, Gippsland Lakes, 15 minutes 
south of Bairnsdale. 


Accommodation: Bedrooms accommodate 
2, 3 or 4 people. We have booked two 
neighbouring venues so that we only 
need to use the bottom bunks. Campers 
need to bring their own linen. 
Alternatively, motel and caravan parks 
are available in Bairnsdale. 

Cost: The anticipated costs will be: 

Registration, Insurance & Incidentals $ 23.00 

Accommodation 5th to 8th March $ 110.00 

For those not staying at Camp Coorong or 

Camp Coolamatong meals are available. 

Packed lunches $ 5.00; Dinner $ 7.50. 


Environment: Banksia Peninsula is 
located on the Gippsland Lakes and is 
within easy reach of forests, lakes and 
wetlands. It is a short boat trip across 
the lake to the famous Ninety Mile 
Beach. 


Facilities: Bairnsdale, being a 
provincial town, has all facilities. 


large 


Excursions: These will focus on geo- 
morphology, botany, ornithology and 
environmental issues. We are fortunate 
that we have access to places which are 
normally fairly inaccessible. Therefore 
some excursions will require travel by 
boat. When application forms are sent 
out, excursions involving boat travel 
(and therefore extra costs) will be clearly 
marked. 


Bookings Bookings are now being 
accepted. A booking fee of $ 40.00 a 
person, including registration and 
insurance, will secure a place at the 
camps. If you arrange your own 
accommodation, registration and 


insurance will be $ 23.00. Further 
information will be sent out to your 
home address. 


Payments: Cheques should be made payable 
to the Sale and District Field Naturalists 
Club c/o P & N Garlick, RMB 4755 
Sth Gippsland Highway, Stradbroke, 
Victoria 3851. 


Peter and Norma Garlick 
Phone/Fax (03) 51 468 241 


Enquiries: 


Dick Southcombe is arranging an 11 passenger 
Hire and Drive bus from Geelong for the 
campout which will cost $40 - $50 depending 
on numbers, duration, route etc. He will book a 
second bus providing someone offers to drive 
and sufficient people require it. 

Dick and his passenger intend staying at the 
Mitchell Gardens Caravan Park in Bairnsdale on 
Monday night 8/3/1999. Shared 
accommodation will be approximately $ 12. 


If you want Dick to book you a seat on the 
Geelong bus please send a deposit of $ 20 for 
the bus plus $ 10 accommodation charge for 
each person, no later than Ist January 1999. 

As this deadline has passed already please ring 
Dick Southcombe to see if seats are still 
available (ed.) 

Dick’s address is 4 Peary St Belmont 3216 and 
his phone number is 52 433 916. 


For those people wishing to stay at the Mitchell 
Gardens Caravan Park on Monday 8/3/1999 but 
are not travelling on the Geelong bus, please 
make your accommodation arrangements 
directly with the Caravan Park. Mitchell 
Gardens Caravan Park can be contacted on 51 
524654. 

Registration Form 

Please return to Norma and Peter Garlick, 

RMB 4755 South Gippsland Highway, Stradbroke 3851 


_ Please find cheque/money order enclosed for $ 
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being for 


Registration and Insurance $ 23.00 


Deposit on accommodation $ 17.00 


Name/s 
Address 


Phone 


The Night Sky of the Boorong 
The title for the talk at the March General 
meeting. The speaker is John Morieson. 


The text below is reproduced from a leaflet from 
the Blackburn Lake Sanctuary Advisory 
Committee. 


John Morieson teaches politics and Aboriginal 
archaeology at Swinburne University of 
Technology. In 1994 he began a three-year 
exploration of Aboriginal astronomy in north- 
west Victoria, using as his basic resource a 
cryptic four-page fragment from an 1857 lecture 
to the Philosophical Institute, Melbourne. With 
strong and enthusiastic interest and support from 
colleagues in the Aboriginal community, he 
succeeded in partially restructuring a 
disappearing culture. John’s research centred 
on the country about Lake Tyrell, near Sea 
Lake. He argues that for the Boorong people of 
the area the sky was a giant blackboard filled 
with potent images which represented a range 
of ecological knowledge and moral suasion; the 
way they saw the sky directly related to the way 
they lived. To create a meaningful 
understanding of the sky-earth connections and 
thus recover something of the ancient culture 
was the main thrust of the investigation. For 
example, the name ‘Tyrell’ comes from the local 
word for sky. Ona cloudless night when the 
water is very still, every star in the firmament 
can be seen reflected. when filled, the lake is a 
haven and breeding ground for all sorts of water 
birds and aquatic life, an excellent food source 
for the Boorong people. The research 
established the connections between the seasonal 
availability of those foods, the movement of the 
constellations and the Aboriginal interpretations 
described in the 1857 lecture. 


In the Australian (24th October 1998) Guy 
Healy wrote the following about Mr Morieson’s 
work: 

ee New research has revealed that the 
ancients devised their own zodiac, charting the 
pattern of the seasons and life in pre-European 
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Australia through a unique view of the heavens. 
In their sky, a giant emu reposes between the 
Southern Cross and Scorpius, the Gemini 
Twins are formed by a tortoise and a fantail 
cuckoo and a pair of brolgas make up the milky 
clouds of Magellan..... 


The creatures or celestial beings appear at 
different times of the year as the Aboriginal 
constellations rise and set. It was used by the 
Boorong to pass on to their children stories 
about the life-cycles of native fauna, especially 
the availability of food. 

For example, the disappearance of Neilloan — 
the mallee fowl — from the sky coincides with 
the start of the laying season of the ground bird. 
The disappearance of Otchocut — the great fish — 
coincides with what used to be the spawning 
season of the Murray Cod... 


wae: The zodiac is derived by Mr Morieson from 
interpretations of a paper delivered by a 
Victorian grazier, William Stanbridge, to the 
Philosophical Institute in Melbourne in 1857. 
Stanbridge, quoting what he said were first hand 
accounts by Boorong elders, identified 30 stars 
and constellations used by the tribal Aborigines. 
He recorded the Aboriginal term and its 
European equivalent... 


This talk promises to be very interesting. 
Visitors are most welcome. 


..continued from page 11 (BFNC garden news) 


Area | and 2 on the other hand are looking well 
and can be weeded easily. It took me and Stan 
one and a half hours to do it. Other members 
weed the garden between working bees as well. 


I will inform the members about our working 
bees during our meetings and will call a meeting 
of the Garden Committee in March or early 
April. 

In the meantime I will meet with Jane at the 
garden to decide on some plants for replacement 
and estimate work to be done. The Garden 
Committee will then discuss problems and 
recommendations for area 3. 


Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc 
Speaker syllabus for General Meetings — February to August 1999 


Date — 1999 Speaker 


Environmental issues 


relating to planning in the 


10 February Dr Jenny Shield 


10 March 
14 April 
12 May 


9 June 
North Central Catchment 
Management Authority 


11 August |Significant Trees in | John Hawker, 
Victoria Horticulturalist, Heritage Victoria 


City of Greater Bendigo 


Australian Zodiac — | John Morieson 
Aboriginal constellations Lecturer, Swinburne University 
of Technology 


Linear Habitats and Squirrel 
Gliders 


Rodney van der Ree, 
School of Ecology and 
Environment, Deakin University 


Geology a n d/| Neville Rosengren, 


Geomorphology of the Box- 
Ironbark Country 


LaTrobe University, Bendigo 


Special Speaker for World | Trevor Pescott 


Environment Day — 


Friday evening in place of 
Bird Meeting 


and Creeks in 
Central Victoria 


Rivers 


Greg Peters, 
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Diary 


The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Study Group meetings are held at the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old 
High Street, Golden Square, unless otherwise 
indicated. 


General Meeting 


10 February, 1999 7:30pm 

Dr Jenny Shield will talk about Environmental 
issues relating to planning in the City of Greater 
Bendigo. 

Members are also encouraged to bring slides 
along (holiday slides or others) 


10 March, 1999 = 7.30pm 

John Morieson (Swinburne University of 
Technology) will talk about Aboriginal 
constellations, ‘The Night Sky of the Boorong’. 
See page 13 for more details. 


Bird Observers Group 


An informal meeting of the Bird Group will be 
held on Friday 5th February. 
Contact Anne Bridley for details, ph. 54493479. 


Excursions 


Sunday February 7: Whipstick State 
Park. Meet 8am corner Sailors Gully Rd and 
Loddon Valley Highway (near the old cannons). 


Sunday March 7: Nerring Whipstick, 
Myers Flat. Meet 8am corner Loddon Valley 
Highway and the Marong Road, Myers Flat 
Road, Myers Flat. 
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Mammal Study Group 


The Mammal Survey Group usually meets on 
the fourth Wednesday in each month (except 
Dec. and Jan.) starting at 7:30. Meetings are 
fairly informal and are open to all interested 
persons. See page 5 for details. 


24 February 1999 - Wednesday, 7.30pm. 
Topic: Small mammals in fragmented forests. 
See page 5 for details. 


24 March 1999 - Wednesday evening: Bat 
capture at Lake Weeroona picnic pavilion 
(nearest RR track) starting with BBQ tea (BYO 
everything). Mist-nets surround the pavilion and 
the bats come out at 7:50pm. Many bats have 
bands place on them in previous years. A short 
discussion of bat biology is given for visitors. 
Everyone welcome, including children. 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 
for supper. This small amount is used to 
reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. 


